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             Gregory P. Kurtz 
     Mayor 

City of Independence, Ohio 

                                                       (216) 524-4131         

            

 

                                

 
MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR DECEMBER 3, 2021  

 
 

Holiday Tree Lighting 

A short reminder about the Holiday Tree Lighting 

and Drive-Thru Santa Event on Saturday.    

Starting at 5:30 PM, all vehicles must enter 

Elmwood Park from Elmwood Avenue.  Selig 

Road will be blocked at Brecksville Road.  

Between 5:30 and 7:30 PM, there will be 

one-way traffic through the Elmwood Park 

(see map below).  

Families that want to walk around to see the light displays, take photos, visit Kiwanis 

Pavilion, and watch the fireworks will be able to park their vehicles in the parking lots 

near City Hall and by the middle and high school.     

There will be a check point near the Civic Center for families that have registered their 

children to have a drive-thru visit with Santa. Police will be stationed around the park to 

keep cars moving and everyone safe.  

 

file://///user2019/home$/loraa/My%20Documents/www.independenceohio.org


2 
 
 

 

 

COVID-19 

Superintendent Ben Hegedish informed parents this 

morning that three students – a kindergartener, 4th 

grader and 5th-grader – have tested positive with 

COVID-19. 

Mr. Hegedish wrote, “As we see cases continue to 

impact our school, please remember that only very 

healthy students and staff should come to school.  As our COVID-19 cases continue to 

increase, please know that if we continue to trend upwards and school-based 

transmissions are observed, we may have to move to a short-term mask 

mandate.  Keeping our schools open is very important for our kids.  We are carefully 

tracking our Primary School cases at this point, and we strongly recommend masks for all 

students and staff. 

The Superintendent added, “With every school-based positive test, we work closely with 

the Cuyahoga County Board of Health, and anyone identified as a close contact is notified 

by the school administrators as a part of COVID-19 investigation.  Close contacts are 

individuals who have been within three feet for 15 minutes or more with the person who 
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tested positive.  Close contacts may continue to attend school and participate in school 

activities if they wear a mask and follow Ohio Department of Health guidelines. 

Cleaning and disinfecting of all buildings will continue and the district’s COVID-19 

information will be updated weekly on the district website. 

If you have any questions, contact Tom Dreiling at 216/642-5852, me at 216/642-5850, 

or the Cuyahoga County Board of Health at 216/201-2000. Thank you for helping to keep 

people safe and to slow the spread of COVID-19 in our community and school.   

 

COVID-19 Boosters for All Adults 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention identified the first cases of the new 

Omicron coronavirus variant in the United States this week. The person, who was fully 

vaccinated but did not have a booster shot, had returned to the U.S. from South Africa on 

Nov. 22 and tested positive seven days later.  

Last week, federal regulators expanded the emergency authorization of Pfizer’s and 

Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine booster shots for people 18 and older. The move is designed 

to head off a potential new surge of cases this winter.  

Anyone who received a single shot of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine is already eligible 

for a booster two months after their initial dose. 

 

Winter Break All-Day Care  

Registration for the Winter Break All-Day Care is filling up 

fast. The cost is $30 per day and the dates are December 20, 

21, 22 & 23 and December 27, 28, 29 &30.  There is a limit 

of 40-students per day.  

The Staff have planned activities around themes of a Star 
Wars Holiday, Gnome Alone, Magical Holidays, The Ginger 
Man, and more. Also, a magician will perform and teach the 
children magic tricks. 

 
Plans are underway for a NEW family event on Thursday, December 30th. The 
theme will be “Rockin’ Around the Clock,” to celebrate the New Year with some dancing 
and games. 
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Time for Us 

Children at Time for Us had an active week!  The children had a blast driving bumper cars 

and avoiding obstacles (including their parents!).  They also sang songs and played with a 

large parachute.   

Time For Us Operation USO is underway as the children colored holiday pictures and 

their caregivers wrote letters to soldiers who are deployed this holiday season. 
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Senior Citizens of Independence 

Lyn and I enjoyed visiting with the Senior Citizens of Independence this afternoon during 

their Christmas Party at the Holiday Inn.  Councilperson Dale Veverka who had served as 

Vice President for the past two years emceed, and I was honored to administer the Oath 

of Office to the new officers. 
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Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Report for December 3, 2021 can be 
downloaded here.  
 
 

 
 
  

If you know someone who would like to subscribe 

to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, please ask them 

to email their name and email address to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 

 

 

https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-480
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